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allowable catch is exceeded in the pre-
vious fishing year, the RA will file a
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to maintain the quota for
the applicable species from the pre-
vious fishing year for following fishing
years, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines maintain-
ing the quota from the previous year is
unnecessary. Except for the quotas for
Gulf and South Atlantic coral, the
quotas include species harvested from
state waters adjoining the EEZ.

(b) Quota closures. When a quota spec-
ified in this part is reached, or is pro-
jected to be reached, the Assistant Ad-
ministrator will file a notification to
that effect with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register. On and after the effec-
tive date of such notification, for the
remainder of the fishing year, the ap-
plicable closure restrictions for such a
quota, as specified in this part apply.
(See the applicable annual catch limits
(ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTSs),
and accountability measures (AMs)
sections of subparts B through V of
this part for closure provisions when
an applicable ACL or ACT is reached or
projected to be reached).

(c) Reopening. When a sector has been
closed based on a projection of the
quota specified in this part, or the ACL
specified in the applicable annual catch
limits and accountability measures
sections of subparts B through V of
this part being reached and subsequent
data indicate that the quota or ACL
was not reached, the Assistant Admin-
istrator may file a notification to that
effect with the Office of the Federal
Register. Such notification may reopen
the sector to provide an opportunity
for the quota or ACL to be harvested.

§622.9 Prohibited gear and methods—
general.

This section contains prohibitions on
use of gear and methods that are of
general applicability, as specified. Ad-
ditional prohibitions on use of gear and
methods applicable to specific species
or species groups are contained in sub-
parts B through V of this part.

(a) Explosives. An explosive (except an
explosive in a powerhead) may not be
used to fish in the Caribbean, Gulf, or
South Atlantic EEZ. A vessel fishing in
the EEZ for a species governed in this
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part, or a vessel for which a permit has
been issued under this part, may not
have on board any dynamite or similar
explosive substance.

(b) Chemicals and plants. A toxic
chemical may not be used or possessed
in a coral area, and a chemical, plant,
or plant-derived toxin may not be used
to harvest a Caribbean coral reef re-
source in the Caribbean EEZ.

(c) Fish traps. A fish trap may not be
used or possessed in the Gulf or South
Atlantic EEZ. A fish trap deployed in
the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ may be
disposed of in any appropriate manner
by the Assistant Administrator or an
authorized officer.

(d) Weak link. A bottom trawl that
does not have a weak link in the tick-
ler chain may not be used to fish in the
Gulf EEZ. For the purposes of this
paragraph, a weak link is defined as a
length or section of the tickler chain
that has a breaking strength less than
the chain itself and is easily seen as
such when visually inspected.

(e) Use of Gulf reef fish as bait prohib-
ited. Gulf reef fish may not be used as
bait in any fishery, except that, when
purchased from a fish processor, the
filleted carcasses and offal of Gulf reef
fish may be used as bait in trap fish-
eries for blue crab, stone crab, deep-
water crab, and spiny lobster.

§622.10 Landing fish intact—general.

This section contains requirements
for landing fish intact that are broadly
applicable to finfish in the Gulf EEZ
and Caribbean EEZ, as specified. See
subparts B through V, as applicable,
for additional species specific require-
ments for landing fish intact.

(a) Finfish in or from the Gulf EEZ or
Caribbean EEZ, except as specified in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section,
must be maintained with head and fins
intact.

(b) Shark, swordfish, and tuna spe-
cies are exempt from the requirements
of paragraph (a) of this section.

(¢c) In the Gulf EEZ or Caribbean
EEZ:

(1) Bait is exempt from the require-
ment to be maintained with head and
fins intact.

(i) For the purpose of this paragraph
(c)(Q), ““bait” means—
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(A) Packaged, headless fish fillets
that have the skin attached and are
frozen or refrigerated;

(B) Headless fish fillets that have the
skin attached and are held in brine; or

(C) Small pieces no larger than 3 in3
(7.6 cm3) or strips no larger than 3
inches by 9 inches (7.6 cm by 22.9 cm)
that have the skin attached and are
frozen, refrigerated, or held in brine.

(ii) Paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this section
notwithstanding, a finfish or part
thereof possessed in or landed from the
Gulf EEZ or Caribbean EEZ that is sub-
sequently sold or purchased as a finfish
species, rather than as bait, is not bait.

(2) Legal-sized finfish possessed for
consumption at sea on the harvesting
vessel are exempt from the require-
ment to have head and fins intact, pro-
vided—

(i) Such finfish do not exceed any ap-
plicable bag limit;

(ii) Such finfish do not exceed 1.5 1b
(680 g) of finfish parts per person
aboard; and

(iii) The vessel is equipped to cook
such finfish on board.

(d) The operator of a vessel that
fishes in the EEZ is responsible for en-
suring that fish on that vessel in the
EEZ are maintained intact and, if
taken from the EEZ, are maintained
intact through offloading ashore, as
specified in this section.

§622.11 Bag and possession limits—
general applicability.

This section describes the general ap-
plicability provisions for bag and pos-
session limits specified in subparts B
through V of this part.

(a) Applicability. (1) The bag and pos-
session limits apply for species/species
groups in or from the EEZ. Unless spec-
ified otherwise, bag limits apply to a
person on a daily basis, regardless of
the number of trips in a day. Unless
specified otherwise, possession limits
apply to a person on a trip after the
first 24 hours of that trip. The bag and
possession limits apply to a person who
fishes in the EEZ in any manner, ex-
cept a person aboard a vessel in the
EEZ that has on board the commercial
vessel permit required under this part
for the appropriate species/species
group. The possession of a commercial
vessel permit notwithstanding, the bag

§622.12

and possession limits apply when the
vessel is operating as a charter vessel
or headboat. A person who fishes in the
EEZ may not combine a bag limit spec-
ified in subparts B through V of this
part with a bag or possession limit ap-
plicable to state waters. A species/spe-
cies group subject to a bag limit speci-
fied in subparts B through V of this
part taken in the EEZ by a person sub-
ject to the bag limits may not be trans-
ferred at sea, regardless of where such
transfer takes place, and such fish may
not be transferred in the EEZ. The op-
erator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that
the bag and possession limits specified
in subparts B through V of this part
are not exceeded.
(2) [Reserved]
(b) [Reserved]

§622.12 Annual catch limits (ACLs)
and accountability measures (AMs)
for Caribbean island management
areas/Caribbean EEZ.

(a) If landings from a Caribbean is-
land management area, as specified in
Appendix E to this part, except for
landings of queen conch (see
§622.491(b)), or landings from the Carib-
bean EEZ for tilefish and aquarium
trade species, are estimated by the
SRD to have exceeded the applicable
ACL, as specified in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section for Puerto Rico manage-
ment area species or species groups,
paragraph (a)(2) of this section for St.
Croix management area species or spe-
cies groups, paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion for St. Thomas/St. John manage-
ment area species or species groups, or
paragraph (a)(4) of this section for the
Caribbean EEZ, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal
Register, at or near the beginning of
the following fishing year, to reduce
the length of the fishing season for the
applicable species or species groups
that year by the amount necessary to
ensure landings do not exceed the ap-
plicable ACL. If NMFS determines the
ACL for a particular species or species
group was exceeded because of en-
hanced data collection and monitoring
efforts instead of an increase in total
catch of the species or species group,
NMF'S will not reduce the length of the
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